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Facts from Russian History
Stampede in Russia

The stampede that broke out on the Bund in Shanghai on New Year’s Eve left
at least 36 people dead and more than 40 injured.

History is unfortunately marked by similar tragedies, and one of them struck
during the public celebrations on the Khodynka Field on the outskirts of
Moscow that accompanied the coronation of Nicholas Il, Russia’s last emperor.
The festivities on the field promised the public free entertainment, food and
beer as well as a package of gifts that included buns, sausages, other snacks
and a souvenir cup featuring the monograms of Emperor Nicholas Il and his
consort Empress Alexandra Feodorovna.

The kiosks distributing the package were originally due to open only at 10 a.m.
on 30 May 1896, but a rumour began to spread that there would not be enough
gifts for everyone, and the crowd that had been gathering since the previous
evening suddenly surged towards the stalls at around 5 a.m. The ensuing
chaos saw 1,300 people trampled to death and over 2,600 injured. The
stampede cast an early shadow on the reign of the last emperor, and the cup
distributed on the day was soon nicknamed the ‘Cup of Sorrow’. One of these



tragic mementos is now on display at the Hong Kong Museum of History, so
come and visit us to get a closer look at this special object and find out more
about the reign of Russia’s last emperor.
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Portrait of Emperor Nicholas Il from the coronation, 1896.
© The New York Public Library

Sag et v N m AL S .
Souvenir cup distributed during the coronation of Emperor Nicholas Il.
© The Tsarskoye Selo State Museum-Preserve
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Khodynka Field, where the recently crowned emperor greeted the public
during the coronation celebrations.
© The New York Public Library



