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Structure of the tomb
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Tomb bricks with moulded patterns  Tomb brick with "dragon" design
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In August 1955, a tomb was accidentally discovered during the RS H %g}?
emove: efore
construction of the former Lei Cheng Uk Resettlement Estate. Discovery of the Tomb The Han Tomb is a cross-shaped brick structure with four
The discovery was reported to the Government at once. chambers - Front Chamber, Rear Chamber, Left Side Chamber Mt AT
Subsequently the tomb was excavated by members of the and Right Side Chamber - and an Entrance Passage. The Front Tomb brick with
University of Hong Kong and the workers of the Public Works Chamber, locating in the centre, has a square base and a fish" design
Department under the supervision of Professor F. S. Drake, 10554 M T Y S5 2 domed vault. The other three chambers have rectangular bases
then Head of the Chinese Department at the University of Across-section of the Han Tomb and its environment in 1955 and barrel vaults. The Entrance Passage was destroyed when
Hong Kong. discovered, therefore we do not know how the Tomb was
sealed. o .
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Tomb brick with the inscription %’%%ﬁﬁ%%%kﬁkﬂ ‘
m. Bar?zl]sault =@ & Re ar?(iihfmber Panyu Dazhili, which means Tomb IEFICkI;Nth}t)he
" " mscription Daji ranyu,
’2 % % Domed Roof Peace to Panyu County". which means "Great Fortune

HEZE to Panyu County".

Geographical location Right Side Chamber
R URE B LR 0 — A AR L - AR IR BRI

NE

24
Tomb bricks

7 0 R 1
Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum
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A branch museum of the Hong Kong Museum of History
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Han Tomb in August 1955
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coast of Kowloon Peninsula and once overlooked the
seashore. However, after a series of reclamation and land
development projects in the area, it is now almost 2,000
metres from the sea. Since this Tomb was found in the Lei
Cheng Uk area and dated to the Han dynasty, it was named
"Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb".
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The tomb bricks measure on the average 40 x 20 x Scm.
Moulded inscriptions and patterns are found on the side of
some bricks. The inscriptions include Daji Panyu (Great
Fortune to Panyu County), Panyu Dazhili (Peace to Panyu
County) and Xue Shi (Master Xue). Over ten kinds of patterns
were noted, most being lozenges and wheel shapes. Simplified
animal images were also found.
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Location of the Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum

Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum

41 Tonkin Street, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon.
Tel: 2386 2863

Fax: 2361 2105

Website: http:/hk history.museum

Free Admission

Opening Hours: 10 am to 6 pm*
Closed on Thursdays (except Public Holidays)

The Museum will be closed on the following
holidays:
First two days of the Chinese New Year

* Closed at 5 pm on Christmas Eve &
Chinese New Year's Eve
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K RIDE#EuEA3H T Cheung Sha Wan MTR Station Exit A3
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Objects found in the tomb
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A total of fifty-eight pottery and bronze objects were found
inside the Han Tomb. Pottery objects can be categorized into
four groups: cooking vessels, food vessels, storage vessels and
models. There are eight pieces of bronze objects, including a
basin, a mirror, a bell, two bowls and several fragments of
other vessels. No human skeletal remains were found.
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Dating of the tomb
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The cross-shaped structure and the variety and styles of the
funerary objects of the Han tomb are similar to the other Eastern
Han tombs in South China. The pottery ding tripod, wine
warmer, kui bowl and zhi wine cup discovered in the Lei Cheng
Uk tomb were popular daily vessels used during the Han dynasty
and were often found imprinted on tomb bricks. Moreover, four
types of pottery models, namely houses, granaries, wells and
stoves were common funerary objects found in groups in Eastern
Han tombs.

The inscription Panyu on the bricks suggests further
confirmation. According to historical records, Panyu referred to
the name of the County to which Hong Kong belonged during
the Han dynasty. Also, the style of the calligraphy used in the
inscriptions was an angular version of /ishu (official script) which
was generally used in inscriptions on bronze wares and stones
during the Han dynasty. All these date the Tomb to the Eastern
Han dynasty (AD 25 - 220).
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Pottery model of a granary
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Preservation of the tomb
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After the excavation, the Government decided to preserve the
Han Tomb in its original site. A small gallery was built
adjacent to the Tomb to display the tomb finds. The Han Tomb
and the gallery were formally opened to the public in 1957,
which then came under the management of the former Urban
Council in 1969. The gallery was later designated as a branch
museum of the Hong Kong Museum of History in 1975. In
December 1988, the Han Tomb was declared a monument for
permanent protection under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance.
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