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For years a clased country, China had only hegun to cmerge onto (he world market
some 20 years carlicr, when the Treaty of Nanking had opened a handful of coastal ports to
foreign Lrade. Before this, the foreign trading bomgs had only beea permitied, uader suiference,
to sct up shop In the southern port of Canton. A quarter of 3 century on, the focus of China's
trade with the West had switched 10 Shanghai, at the mouth of the mighty Yangize River,

W— : 180 Yeors of the Swire Group

75 ER=FOTBATRAIN  KERREERE TR —EREED
M7 RRIGRETITIE - H1E A SR U R IER RO O R AT AYSE
ZE &M - T E8A PENB ERERRAITHN - R 1881 AL R
STTEEBARAILER + PR 1884 1R - '

PEERRRTS Z T A - KT R MR B S — A
EHRSTRRFEA - HERRK TR -

“ Wa think that Holt's Line is only in its infancy, and that Hong Kong is far
the most important station in the East, for the future of the steam trade—also,
that the specie, passenger and intermediale business, is nothing, o what it will be.”

M= : Butterfield & Swire

.. Inspired by CNCo’s growing trade in cane sugor from Austrolio, Jova and the
Philippines, and ready markets in China and Japan. Talkoo Sugarran the world’s
" largest and most sophisticated plant in its day, and before the tum of the centwy

had its own small fleet of sugar carrying ships...»

= : 180 Years of the Swire Group
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