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1. Introduction

“The vast majority of rural people in history were illiterate, and their history was not
recorded z_'n_'writing, but was passed down from generation to generation through activities such
as ritual performances.” said historian David Faure.' This statement could not hold more true for
the Hoklos in Hong Kong. U

Looking across the Victoria Harbour, and taking in the. city’s breathtaking skyline lined
with modern skyscrapers, it is difficult for the modern day Hong Kong citizen to imagine that
this city had once been a quaint fishing village that blossomed into the prosperous city it is today.
Unbeknownst to many, Hong Kong’s 1,178 kilometres long coastline is home to various groups
of water _Zp_raqtiﬁoners, such-as fishermen, boat dwellers and oyster farmers, who collectively
shape Hong Kong’s brilliant marine culture for over a hundred years. Hong Kong’s marine
culture would not be as unique and rich as it is today if it weren’t for the fishermen groups who
immigrated to Hong Kong over the century, hence our research sets to focus on the culture of
such ethnic groups, specifically the Hoklos, by studying their tr_édi't_i_ons and customs.

Over the years of immigrating to Hong Kong, the Hoklo people diligently adapted to the
rapidly-changing cityscape, as the city underwent multiple stages of economic trangition, further
straying the city’s development from its roots by the sea. In the process of coming to shore, a lot
of the Hoklos' traditional practices that were intended for the seas were forced to undergo
elimination or changes in order to adapt to modern city life, including the famed dragon-boat
dancing rituals. -Therefore, it is imperative that the traditions and customs upheld by generations
of Hoklos are studied and documented so that such vibrant culture will not fade out, and
eventually be lost in the culture melting pot that is Hong Kong.

This research sets out to survey the cultural adaptations of the Hoklos since they
immigrated to Hong Kong through studying their marriage traditions. Though the Hoklos lived
on the sea for prolonged periods of their lives and hence were not highly educated nor wealthy,
they held high standards for their wedding ceremonies to have as many and. elaborate rituals as
possible, as they believed that it symbolised the respect and unity between the two families, as
well as the honour of their own family. Therefore, such wedding rituals and cér"e'moni'es'deeply

" reflect the values of the Hoklos, providing us a comprehensive understanding of the tangible and

intangible aspects of Hoklo culture.

This essay will delve into 't\'No'_:a'sp'ec_t_s ‘of the Hoklos’ marriage culiure, namely the
wedding attire of the bride and the dragon-boat dancing ritual, in two separate parts. Each part
will delineate the customs of the traditional wedding practices and locally adapted modern

. ! Faure, D. (2016). Mingqing Shehui He Liyi. Chung Hwa Book Company (Hong Kong) Limited. (#] g
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wedding practices, w1th comparison to analyse the preservatlon attempts and transformations
made by local Hoklos. This will be followed by an evaluation of the. specific factors leading to
_ j.s_uch changes in the wedding customs, to present a holistic view of the marriage culture of the
" Hoklos over the years since immigrating to Hong Kong. Furthermore, in order to present a
bigger picture of the status quo faced by the Hoklos in mamtammg their unique cultural identity,
the general factors leading to overall transformatlon of Hoklo marriage culture will be evaluated
and whether they are successful in preserving their culture and traditions. Last but notleast, the
s1gn1ﬁcance of passing on such marriage traditions to the Hoklo community’s sense of identity -

and belongmg m Hong Kong will be explored to ralse awareness on the cultural preservation of o

Hoklo culture.

In terms of methodology, to gather credible first-hand information on the past traditions
and development of the Hoklos' matriage culture, we conducted an interview with Ms. Ranagé So,
- _a Hoklo ‘and the founder of Marital Tie on Sea, a community-driven preservation project under
“the Intangible Cultural Heritage Funding Scheme, that aims to promote the culture and history of

the Hoklos' weddmg ceremonies by organlsmg guided experiences of the traditional marriage
customs, as well as carrying out documentation in an effort to préserve the slowly fading Hoklo
culture. We also visited the exhibition on Hoklo wedding culture organised by Marital Tie on Sea
. -in Tai Po Yuen Chau Tsai Tai Wong Yeh Temple, to able to see the actual costumes and
' accessories used in Hoklo marriage ceremonies and gather more information. Moreover, we will
also rely on s'eébn'dary sources such as books and journals that document Hoklo marriage
customs, as well as multimedia sources of Hoklo weddlng ceremomes o gam more 1ns1ghts on
Hoklo marriage culture. S



