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Origins of the first Portuguese settlers in Hong Kong can be traced
back to the Portuguese who established themselves in Goa,
Malacca and other Portuguese settlements. Many of them married
local women and had multiracial offspring. This 4-minute curved

projection programme will take you on a journey back in time,
which traces the origins of Hong Kong'’s Portuguese community.

CENTURY

[DHR | &R B

"The Origins" projection programme
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Welcome to the Sala de Encontro (meeting
lounge) of a Hong Kong Portuguese home.
Through the projection programmes, the
Dona de Casa (Lady of the House) welcomes
you to join the party and hosts you to get a
taste of delicious Macanese food, hear the
Macanese dialect, meet with the famed
orchid expert, get to know the practice of
Catholic faith and the Hong Kong
Portuguese community’s distinctive
traditions and culture.
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The Cruz and de
Jesus Familiesi2 it

Family altar
Circa 1940s
Courtesy of the Cruz and de Jesus Families
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Eduardo Maria Sarrazola
Xavier Jrigfft

Birthday party at a
Portuguese home

1941
Courtesy of Eduardo Maria
Sarrazola Xavier Jr
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Clerks at Hongkong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation

1935
Courtesy of HSBC Archives
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In the second half of the 19th century, many
Macanese, who were proficient in Chinese and
English, came to Hong Kong to play the
middlemen role in the government and foreign
firms, such as clerks, bookkeepers and
interpreters. Over the years, many qualified as
professionals, such as lawyers, doctors and
engineers. The first Hong Kong-born
Portuguese solicitor came

from the D’Almada e
Castro family.
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The University of Hong Kong
Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Laws gown of Leonardo
D’Almada e Castro Jr

1961
D'Almada Barretto Collection
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Silver bowl presented to
Leonardo D’Almada e
Castro Jr by the brother of
the defendant after his
winning the court case

1940
D'Almada Barretto Collection
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The Portuguese tended to live close to
each other, which fostered a strong
sense of community. They mainly settled
in Mid-Levels Central, Tsim Sha Tsui, Ho
Man Tin and Kowloon Tong. Most of the
Portuguese were devout Catholics, and
their churches in these areas were mostly
established through community
donations, such as the Rosary Church in
Tsim Sha Tsui completed in 1905. The
Portuguese community founded Escola
Camoes, whose campus in Cox’s Road in
Tsim Sha Tsui started to provide
kindergarten and primary-level education
to Portuguese children in 1954.
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School emblem of Escola Camodes
1950s to 1990s

Courtesy of Po Leung Kuk Camdes Tan Siu Lin
Primary School
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Maria Manuela da Cruz Sequeira$2 it

Report card of Escola Camoes
1955/56
Courtesy of Maria Manuela da Cruz Sequeira
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Supplement to the Hong Kong Government
Gazette, printed by Noronha & Co.

3 December 1937
Hong Kong Museum of History collection
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While many Portuguese initially worked for the government and in
private enterprise, others became successful businessmen and
played important roles in Hong Kong's development. From the
mid-19th century onwards, Portuguese businesses became
established. They were dominant in printing. The Noronha and
Xavier families led the Hong Kong printing industry for the next
century.
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Lithographic Stone of
paper money of

Hongkong Printing Press

940s
Hong Kong Museum of History
collection

BB FENRIAEN B 65
1910F 8%

BB B R

Lithographic calendar poster
produced by Hongkong Printing Press

Early 1910s
Hong Kong Heritage Museum collection
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Club Lusitano Building,
Shelley Street, Central

Circa 1870s
Hong Kong Museum of
History collection
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Club Lusitano has been a thriving centre for the

, : Uncle Ray FE RS HR =
community and cultural life of the local

o mEES
Portuguese since its establishment in 1866. It 1930 19404 4%
remains their most significant cultural landmark. Reinaldo Maria Cordeiro
(Uncle Ray)igf

Art and music have long-played an important role

within the life of the Portuguese community. The Efsie 2alioyed s

harmonica in
Baptista family produced three generations of secondary school
gifted painters. Some of Hong Kong’s most 19305 to 19405
well-loved musicians are of Portuguese origin. (C::c’:;ﬁ;)f IOt

Popular figures included the legendary Uncle Ray,
The Mystics and Joe Junior.
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Central District, Hong Kong
1880s

Marciano Antonio Baptista Sr

Watercolour on paper
Hong Kong Museum of Art collection
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Hong Kong's Portuguese community had a strong commitment to
the defence of their homeland - many early ancestors were soldiers
in garrisons that extended from Gao and Macao - and this tradition
continued in their new homeland: Hong Kong. Many Portuguese
served in the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps in the Second

World War. Portuguese home guards continued to help in civil d '
defence in the post-war era through voluntary organisations. EEHESARERNEREL  SEHS
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Dr Alberto Maria Rodrigues, a specialist
in obstetrics and gynaecology with an
impressive track record in public
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EBRBMREERIRIR service
1930F R 1949
SEFIFFIT - BEMER Courtesy of St. Paul’s Hospital

Hong Kong Volunteer Defence
Corps' training in the New Territories

Late 1930s
D'Almada Barretto Collection
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From the early 20th century onwards, civic-minded
Portuguese individuals entered public life. While they
initially advocated for the interests of their
community, the well-being and development of
Hong Kong would become their principal priority.
Over time, these figures became widely
renowned as civic leaders who were heavily

involved in public service and advocated for
the interests of all Hong Kong people.

BRRERAERKSBEELS

1940 4%

BBEEBYER DETHTREEEFRETERERT
Commemorative album by members 1973%

of the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence EBIE LB

Corps whilst prisoners of war in the Chain of Office during Arnaldo de Oliveira Sales’ term
Sham Shui Po camp as the first Unofficial Chairman of the Urban Council
1940s 1973

Hong Kong Museum of History collection Hong Kong Museum of History collection
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Tony Cruz's Hong Kong ¢
Derby trophy *
1983

Courtesy of Tony Cruz and Paulene Cruz
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For centuries, the Portuguese descendants of East
and West heritage and culture established deep
roots in Macao and Hong Kong. Patrick Rozario and
Pilar Morais, both eighth-generation local
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Portuguese, talk about their perspective on the
community's culture and future.

The Portuguese community are sporting
enthusiasts. The Victoria Recreation Club,
established in 1849, was especially popular
with Portuguese swimmers. Club de Recreio
in Kowloon, opened in 1906 and originally a
sports club for the Portuguese community,
helped nurture and encourage the athletic

; LIRS 5 |35 dg

prowess of many well-known local sporting 191';1& BRDEEA 2}%2;%2;

figures. Arnaldo de Oliveira Sales, Tony Cruz Philippe & Laura Yvanovich 201&2‘%}] e

and Leslie George Santos were three key Rt IR

Portuguese who - in their individual areas of Sl el The Victoria Recreation Club Clubhouse, Central waterfront
Clubhouse in Tsim

endeavour - greatly helped promote Hong A Early 20th century
Sha Tsui Courtesy of Arnaldo de O. Sales

Kong sports. 1917

Courtesy of Philippe and Laura
Yvanovich
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Torch for Tokyo Olympic torch
relay, whose first-ever passage
through Hong Kong was secured by
Arnaldo de Oliveira Sales

1964
Hong Kong Museum of History collection
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100 Chatham Road South, Tsim Sha Tsul, HK

hk.history.museum
ZEBZ2 B Free Admission
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