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Starting in the mid-19th century,
Hong Kong served as the main port
of departure and return for Chinese
emigrants and entrepot for their
trading activities. From sailing ships to
the steamships and the Presidential
Liners of the 20th century, Hong Kong
evolved into a hub linking people,
goods and cultural networks across
the Pacific Ocean while providing all
sorts of intermediary services.
Between 1850 and 1939, more than
6.3 million Chinese emigrated through
Hong Kong to foreign destinations,
and 7.7 million Chinese returned via
Hong Kong. A century of trans-Pacific
activity created abundant business
opportunities for companies in
various industries in Hong Kong and
fuelled the city's development into an
international business port.
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Many steamships berthed at Victoria
Harbour, Hong Kong, in the late 1860s.
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In 1848, gold was discovered in California. The subsequent gold rush gave
rise to a wave of migration from Pearl River Delta region of Guangdong
province and fuelled Hong Kong's rapid development as a busy
international transport hub. Most Chinese labourers and merchants went to
Hong Kong to make arrangements for their voyage and await boarding.
Hong Kong was also the intermediate
destination for remittances from overseas
Chinese to their hometowns and letters sent to
and from overseas Chinese.
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Employment contract for a Chinese
labourer signed in Hong Kong
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Notice of the Hong Kong
government designating Afong
Studio to take photos for emigrants
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Hong Kong's unique geographical location and harbour provided advantages
with respect to international trade and shipping, and it had laws and
regulations to protect Chinese migrants. The vast majority of the Chinese
migrants went abroad as single men via Hong Kong to San Francisco. Dressed
in Chinese attire and carrying only bedding, a few pieces of clothing and food,
they set sail from Hong Kong for their voyage across the Pacific Ocean.
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Branch of Wing Lee Wai Company in San
Francisco’s Chinatown, early 20th century.
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In 1849, for the first time, San Francisco was listed as a destination for Hong
Kong exports, from granite to prepared opium, including about 85 types of
Hong Kong-made or re-exported products. Meanwhile, major imports from
California included quicksilver and flour. Historical documents and artefacts in
California show that Hong Kong-made products were commonplace among
the Chinese food and goods shipped
from Hong Kong. Brands such as Yuet
Heung Yuen and Koon Chun (soy
sauce), Wing Lee Wai (wine), and Chui
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Heung and Chai Lung (candied ginger)
were popular among overseas Chinese.
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Poster of Wing Lee Wai Company,
Hong Kong, advertising wine products
exported to the United States.
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Statement notes prepared by
Chinese immigrants for entry to
the United States
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In 1882, the U.S. Congress passed the

Chinese Exclusion Act, driving

anti-Chinese sentiment to a new peak. In 1910, the United States established
the Angel Island Immigration Station. Until its closure in 1940, Chinese
immigrants were detained, quarantined and interrogated on the island before
being allowed to enter the United States via San Francisco. Since only family
members of U.S. citizens and Chinese merchants were allowed to enter the
country at the time, many Chinese entered with false identities, known as
"paper sons". The "paper sons" and their descendants had to continue using
the adopted surnames from generation to generation.

Chinese immigrants were detained,
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interrogated and quarantined on Angel Island.
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The early Chinese immigrants in California made a living mainly from gold
mining, railroad building, farming and fishing. In 1882, the enactment of the
Chinese Exclusion Act in the United States pushed anti-Chinese sentiment
to new heights. Since mass arson attacks and assaults often occurred in
Chinese settlements, many Chinese people were forced to take refuge in
San Francisco's Chinatown, where they worked in restaurants, laundries
and handicraft workshops. In the first half of the 20th century, the
American-born Chinese population increased. They had no language
barrier and could take up white-collar jobs, such as telephone operators.
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Chinese railroad
builders in the United
States in the 1860s
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Chinese settlements in cities were generally known as "Chinatowns" or
"China Alleys", where fellow townsmen could speak their native dialects.
Chinese people were able to find solace and satisfy their desire for
Chinese goods and services there, which was like their second hometown.
Reconstructed here is the Chew Kee Grocery Store, originally located in
Fiddletown, California, in which you will find many Chinese commodities
imported via Gold Mountain firms from Hong Kong.

ERHEREENRYIES
The Chew Kee Grocery Store
reconstructed in the exhibition
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Tang Fan He He
(Harmony between
Chinese and foreigners)
plaque in Chew Kee
Grocery Store
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Wooden tokens of the Sam
Yup Benevolent Association,
Hanford, for hearings to
mediate disagreements
between members.
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Living in a foreign land, the Chinese faced
language and cultural barriers, as well as racial
discrimination, so they relied on the support of
their compatriots. Chinese benevolent
associations in California provided various

services for overseas Chinese, including mediating

disputes among members, issuing "departure
certificates" for Chinese migrants to leave the

United States, helping the elderly and sick return
home, building cemeteries, and repatriating the

bones of the deceased to their hometowns.

1930 FRES LW PEASE

Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association in San Francisco, 1930s.
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Fundraising parade for
the "Rice Bowl Parties"
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The overseas Chinese have always been
patriotic towards China. Whenever there was
a calamity in their home country, they
generously supported relief efforts. In the
early 20th century, the success of Dr Sun
Yat-sen and the 1911 Revolution was due in
large part to the support of overseas Chinese.
During Japan's invasion of China in the 1930s
and 1940s, the Chinese communities in the
United States joined hands to launch various
activities, such as the "Rice Bowl Parties"
campaign, which raised funds for medical
supplies for China, to save their motherland.
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Banner of the "Rice Bowl Parties", held by
Chinese immigrants in San Francisco in support
of China's War against Japanese Aggression.
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The Kwan Tai Temple in Hanford
reconstructed in the exhibition
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Almost all Chinese labourers in California went abroad as single men. Living
tough lives overseas, they were hopelessly homesick. Gambling was a popular
pastime, and Cantonese opera was the most popular form of entertainment.
Chinese temples were often built in "Chinatown" or "China Alley". Every year at
festivals, the Chinese temples held a wide
range of celebrations. Reconstructed here
is the Kwan Tai Temple in Hanford,
California, where overseas Chinese prayed
for good fortune and found spiritual comfort
from participating in festive activities.
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Portrait of Kwan Tai, a symbol of
power, righteousness and loyalty.
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Terms and conditions for commissioning Tung
Wah Coffin Home to hire a boat for bone
repatriation from Hong Kong to the Mainland
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Chinese people went abroad to earn a living,
and their greatest wish was to earn enough
money for a glorious homecoming. Those
returning to their hometowns from California
were called gum saan haak. They left San
Francisco with the anticipation of a happy life
and returned to their hometowns via Hong
Kong. For those who died abroad, their remains
had to be repatriated to their hometowns for
burial so they could be honoured by their
descendants according to Chinese tradition.
Hong Kong's Tung Wah Hospital (the
present-day Tung Wah Group of Hospitals)
handled the repatriation of tens of thousands
of deceased overseas Chinese and provided a
temporary home for their remains to return to

their roots from all around the world.

A R ENRERG
Tung Wah Coffin Home in the
first half of the 20th century
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U.S. newspaper urging readers to support the %%Fﬁﬁ’ﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁ g, AR BT o

repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act

During the 1960s and 1970s, there was an
increase in the number of immigrants from
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connections and exchanges with Hong Kong
in clothing, food, transport, entertainment, and
so forth, influenced trends in California.

As the United States and China became allies in World War Il, the U.S.
government repealed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1943. However, it was not
until 1965 that the Chinese finally enjoyed equal treatment in the quota
allotment with immigrants from other nations. Subsequently, the Chinese
single men could start a family overseas. The new generation had no
language barrier and had greater opportunities for higher education, allowing
them to explore diverse career paths.

ONOXY ONOH ANV

BB MSEN
fhh&Faded Glory 41748
U.S. brand Faded Glory
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Reunion of a Chinese family in
- Los Angeles, U.S., in the 1960s.
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Sparking a craze in Hong Kong, Bang Bang
was the sister denim brand of Faded Glory;
both brands were founded, designed and
manufactured in Hong Kong.
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