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Building of the Hong Kong
Observatory in the late

19th century
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was a settlement for Hakka and boat
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boat repair centre with an abundant supply MEANRUBEAENERANE o

of tung oil and hemp ropes; and Mong Kok
was a Hakka village that grew a large
amount of silvergrass.

After the British occupied the Hong Kong Island by means of an
unequal treaty in 1842, they occupied south part of the Kowloon
Peninsula, where the Yau Tsim Mong District is located, in 1860.
There the British built an observatory, warehouses and piers to
support commercial and trade development in Kowloon,
deployed troops for defence, and built a police station. Yau Ma
Tei, just north of Tsim Sha Tsui, was gradually developed into a
BRIE LR logistics base, while Mong Kok remained a village populated by
Hakka women's clothing Hakka people, who made a living as farmers.
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Tropical Cyclone Warning
Signal No. 9
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As early as the late 17th and early
18th century, a Hakka community
had formed in Mong Kok.
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Poster of the Orient Tobacco
Manufactory of Hongkong
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Along with the vigorous commercial and trade development, Hong Kong
and Whampoa Dock Company, Hongkong and Yaumati Ferry, and Asiatic
Petroleum Company employed many local residents for their shipbuilding,
ship repair and shipping-related businesses in Tai Kok Tsui. In the early 20th
century, foreign merchants started engaging in light manufacturing, such as
tobacco production in Mong Kok, and Chinese merchants subsequently set
up knitting factories. These factories created many job opportunities and
drove population growth in Yau Tsim Mong District.
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Employees at work in the Orient Tobacco
Manufactory of Hongkong in Monf; Kok
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The Chinese population surged in the south part of the Kowloon
Peninsula in the late 19th century, leading to increasing demand for
housing, jobs and healthcare. This led to the founding of Kwong Wah
Hospital in 1911. In the first half of the 20th century, Mong Kok had been
transformed into a light industrial area. Some of the traditional trades
have remained in Shanghai Street, Yau Ma Tei, until the present day.
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Commemorative plaque for the
completion of Kwong Wah Hospital
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Kwong Wah Hospital, 1930s.

@

N INOZ [l




v ANOZ i

Ml

THhEHEXHES L (ZF D) R
BNFEL (BEA) NEBSEE &
BTEAPFNEZEE - URUPBER
RBREWYRERET FHMEBHIR
BERNBE  WEBRMAER - X
ERBL  BhERBERHMAERM
BEGER o

The gold rushes in San Francisco, U.S., and
Melbourne, Australia, in the mid-19th
century fuelled trade activity across the
Pacific Ocean. The logistics industry, based
in Tsim Sha Tsui, drove the development of
Hong Kong's early external transportation
with the rest of the world. The expansion of
the local transport network by means of
ferries, trains and buses also connected
Kowloon with Hong Kong
Island and the New
Territories, forming an
integral whole.
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Kowloon-Canton Railway
promotional leaflet
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British section of the Kowloon-Canton Railway in the 1920s,

with the Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus in the background.
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Packaging box for Wing
On Embroidery Goods,
Shanghai Street.

ZHHEAEDN s
Shanghai Street in the
early 20th century
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The old shops in Shanghai Street, Yau

S
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Ma Tei, have long served the local
community, radiating a profound sense
of community. Although the shops may
make only a small profit, they have
earned the friendship and trust of their
neighbours and customers, which are
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inestimable treasures. Although space is
limited, the goods in the shops are well
organised, demonstrating the shop
owners' wisdom acquired through
experience.
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The Reform and Opening-up policy
implemented in Mainland China in
1978 drove demand for transportation
between Hong Kong and the

Mainland. In addition to the resumption of the Kowloon-Canton Railway's
through-train services, the China Ferry Terminal in China Hong Kong City
went into service. The first phase of the Mass Transit Railway (MTR)

commenced in 1979, with interchange stations located in Yau Tsim Mong
District. Nowadays, with its terminus in West Kowloon, the Hong Kong
section of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link connects

Hong Kong with the Mainland's high-speed railway network.
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1979 FE % FX B 52 YD NH 3 $3, 1k
MTR station in Tsim Sha Tsui
when it started service in 1979
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First-generation MTR Guide pamphlet

1960 FRNAHE BRI REEKE °
Nathan Road in the 1960s, with
Chungking Mansions on the right.
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Built in 1961, Chungking Mansions originally housed mainly Chinese
residents. From the 1970s onwards, numerous guesthouses were set up
in the complex to accommodate overseas visitors, followed by retail
and wholesale shops that specialised in trading low- and middle-end
handsets. Nowadays, it remains a bustling place, where people of
various ethnicities gather to do business, earning it the accolade as
Asia's "best example of globalisation in action".
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Sales brochure for Chungking Mansions
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BHENMEERERANESE
Advertising sign for One-Eyed
Man's Herbal Tea of Chun Wo
Tong, Temple Street.
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After the Second World War, the Yau Tsim Mong District was gradually
developed into a tourist zone with a vibrant retail sector. Temple Street,
Ladies' Market, Bird Street, Goldfish Street, Flower Market, Fruit Market
and Jade Market are all hot spots frequented by both the local people and
tourists. The various markets that remain bear the collective memories of
Hong Kong people.
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Temple Street in the 1980s
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BEBREGEM1958FENHNEEF
Promotional card of Hong Kong Tourist
Association, printed in 1958.
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After the Second World War, land reclamation continued with the aim of
transforming Tsim Sha Tsui and Kowloon West into a modern centre of
leisure, tourism, shopping, culture and art, while the original commercial
activities were moved to Tsim Sha Tsui East. From the 1970s onwards,
public museums were set up one after another in Tsim Sha Tsui. Upon
completion of the West Kowloon Reclamation at the turn of this century,
the West Kowloon Cultural District, one of the largest arts and cultural
projects in the world, now stands in
Yau Tsim Mong District.
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West Kowloon Cultural

District in the 21st century
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100 Chatham Road South, Tsim Sha Tsul, HK

hk.history.museum
ZEBZ2 B Free Admission
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