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National Development and Achievements Series

Cultivation and Renewal

The Education Legacy of
Hong Kong's Ta Teh Institute
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“Cultivation and Renewal — The Education Legacy of Hong Kong’s Ta Teh Institute” is one of
the exhibitions of the “National Development and Achievements Series”. The Series now invites
the public to revisit the history of Ta Teh Institute and the stories of its faculty and students,
giving visitors insight into the development of education and the Institute’s achievements of
cultivation of talent for developing the country.

Ta Teh Institute was established as a full-time liberal arts university at Tuen Mun in Hong Kong
and operated between 1946 and 1949. It was founded under the leadership of the Guangdong
District Committee of the Communist Party of China, with cooperation between the
Communist Party of China and the patriotic democrats. The Institute offered a high-calibre
professional and cultural curriculum, and brought together many renowned academics and
cultural figures, including historians Hou Wailu and Jian Bozan, political scientist Deng
Chumin, literary theorist Huang Yaomian, economists Shen Zhiyuan and Qian Jiaju,
philosopher Hu Sheng as well as literary figures such as Guo Moruo, Mao Dun and Cao Yu.
Through new models of school administration, the Institute cultivated an impressive cohort of
talent who went on to play leading roles in the development of the country.

2026 marks the 80™ anniversary of the establishment of Ta Teh Institute. The exhibition features
over 60 items (sets) of artefacts related to the Institute and its alumni, as well as around 125
historical photographs and supplementary exhibits. Complemented by clippings, archives,
reconstructed campus scenes, and multimedia presentations, this exhibition brings alive the
establishment and development of the Institute and explores the teaching environment, campus
life and development of staff and students. Visitors will enjoy a multifaceted view of the
Institute’s founding history and, through the stories of its people, learn of the Institute’s pivotal
role in cultivating talent and its contributions to developing the country.
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GET TO KNOW TA TEH INSTITUTE
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Ta Teh Institute was formally established on 10 Octo’ber 15‘4
Institute shouldered the respons1b111ty of cultlvatlng talgnt for
national reconstruction. : :
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Meeting minutes of the 8" meeting of the
Institute Affairs Committee
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Collection of The Memorial Museum of Comrade Mao Zedong Sponsoring the
Peasant Movement Institute
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The 1948 Autumn Term Admissions
Prospectus of Ta Teh Institute
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Collection of The Memorial Museum of Comrade Mao Zedong
Sponsoring the Peasant Movement Institute
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Issue 3 of Ta Teh Youth
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Ta Teh Institute brought together many renowned academics and cultural figures. Through new models

of school administration, it provided invaluable educational opportunities for young people amidst the
turmoil of war.
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Sponsoring the Peasant Movement Institute
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Outline of ‘Introduction to China’s Economics’
delivered by Professor Di Chaobai
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Collection of The Memorial Museum of Comrade Mao Zedong Sponsoring the
Peasant Movement Institute

Student card issued by Ta Teh Institute

Collection of The Memorial Museum of Comrade Mao Zedong



i 2P R T

THE PROGRESSIVENESS OF TA TEH
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Student report card of Ta Teh Institute
1948
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Sponsoring the Peasant Movement Institute
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campus life.
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The education of Ta Teh Institute emphasised both theory and practice. Students actively founded,
managed and participated in a diverse array of student societies and extracurricular activities, creating
continuous opportunities for intellectual exchange and mutual growth. Many students discovered
patriotic ideals, democratic concepts and the foundational tenets of revolutionary theory through
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Medal of the 4™ Hong Kong and Kowloon
Inter-schools Athletic Meet awarded to Ta Teh

student Liang Dongmei
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A Chinese-language copy of Lenin’s On Marx and
Engels, belonging to a Ta Teh student
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Collection of The Memorial Museum of Comrade Mao Zedong Sponsoring the
Peasant Movement Institute
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THE REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTIONS | ™H#t-

Many Ta Teh’s teachers and students heeded the Communist Party of China’s calls of duty, pausing
OF TA TEH’S PEOPLE their teaching or studies to join guerrilla fighting in the Chinese Mainland, or to assist in preparing for
the establishment of a new government and the building of New China. After the beginning of Reform
and Opening-up, the Ta Teh people made significant contributions to the development of the country
and society across various fields.
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Ta Teh alumnus Chen Zhan’s Political Work Engineer uniform
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Ta Teh alumna Jiang Zongfan’s
People’s Liberation Army(PLA)
Guangdong-Jiangxi-Hunan Border
Column brassard

1949
Jo i P 4 7 B

Collection of The Memorial Museum of Comrade Mao Zedong
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Ta Teh alumnus Yang Guang’s
commemorative medal from the
National People’s Comfort Delegation

— 5 to the PLA
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Ta Teh alumnus Liu Jingya’s S A B

commemorative badge for the
liberation of Central-South
China

Collection of The Memorial Museum of Comrade Mao Zedong
Sponsoring the Peasant Movement Institute
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AN ENDURING LEGACY In February 1949, Ta Teh Institute had to cease operation. Although the Institute’s lifespan was short, the long-lasting bond
between its faculty and students led to the establishment of various alumni associations. Also, the school buildings in the ex-Ta

Teh campus have been preserved to recognise and remind people of the historical importance of Ta Teh Institute.
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Group photo of the Ta Teh Institute’s faculty
and students gathering in Guangzhou
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Commemorative badge of the
50™ Anniversary of Ta Teh
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Calligraphic tributes ‘Hong Kong’s cultivated talent; the pillars of
society’ by Guan Shanyue, master of the Lingnan School of

Institute Painting, celebrating the establishment of the Hong Kong Ta Teh
Alumni Association
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Produced by the Hong Kong Museum of History, 2026.

All rights reserved by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government and
The Memorial Museum of Comrade Mao Zedong Sponsoring the Peasant Movement Institute.

No portion of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, without prior written permission.



