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Hong Kong boasts a history as deep as it is rich.
Since prehistoric times, its culture has been
inextricably linked with that of Southern China

and the Central Plains. Since the Qin dynasty

first brought the region under centralised
administration, Hong Kong has shared a common
destiny with the Mainland. Even through more

than a century of colonial rule, this bond with

the motherland remained unbroken. Hong Kong’s
return to the motherland in 1997 marked a new
chapter under the principle of ‘One Country, Two
Systems’. Today, leveraging the unique advantage of
being backed by the motherland while connected to
the world, Hong Kong continues to build upon its
cultural foundations, serving as both a vital gateway
and a pioneer in the nation’s modernisation.

The exhibition unfolds through four key themes.
Beginning with ‘Roots of Culture’, it traces the
cultural synthesis of ‘East Meets West’, reflects

on the shared resilience of ‘Coalition Against
Japanese Aggression’ and culminates in the theme
‘Hong Kong as a Global Metropolis’. Together,
these sections present Hong Kong’s contemporary
identity — one that is deeply connected to its roots
and moving forward in step with the nation under
the principle of 'One Country, Two Systems'.
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To truly understand Hong Kong, one must delve
into the roots of its civilisation. Historically, the
region has shared a deep bond with the Central
Plains, serving as an integral part of the diverse yet
unified tapestry of Chinese culture.This kinship is
evident not only in material artefacts and customs,
but also in social structures and ancestral lineages
preserved through generations. Drawing on
archaeological discoveries and historical records,
this section reconstructs how early Hong Kong
society —shaped by the intersection of Lingnan
traditions and maritime influences — maintained

a vital connection with the Central Plains, evolving
through centuries of exchange and integration.
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HISTORICAL ORIGINS
OF HONG KONG

In 214 BC, following the Qin conquest of Lingnan, Hong Kong
was incorporated into the imperial administrative system.
The Han dynasty built upon these foundations; sites like

the Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb illustrate the early integration
of Central Plains governance and ritual practices. Over the
following centuries, waves of southward migration fuelled
the region’s economic growth. By the Song and Yuan
dynasties, settling clans had fostered a flourishing literary
culture.The Ming dynasty saw these social structures mature,
as clan organisations and community compacts laid a durable
foundation for society. During the Qing period, Punti, Hakka,
Tanka and Hoklo communities converged; despite their
diversity, they were united in maintaining Chinese traditions.
With these deep cultural roots and unique geographical
advantages, Hong Kong stood poised at the forefront of
China’s modern transformation, heralding the chapter

‘East Meets West'.
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Granted Estate on Lantau: Southern Song
Boundary Stone of the Li Clan
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Sails Across the Seas: Ming Dynasty
Export Ceramics from Penny’s Bay
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Echoes from the Clan: Iron Bell of the Tang Clan
in the New Territories
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From the mid-19th century, Hong Kong leveraged
its strategic location and deep-water harbour to
become a pivotal hub connecting the region to the
rest of the globe. By the dawn of the 20th century,
the convergence of Chinese and Western cultures
had intensified, accelerating the flow of trade and
talent. Hong Kong served a dual purpose: as a vital
window for China to engage with the world, and

a lens through which the world could understand
China. Against the backdrop of global shifts, the
end of colonial rule and the resumption of Chinese
sovereignty marked a defining turning point in the

city’s history.
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HISTORICAL
CHANGES

In 1841, amid the Opium War, Britain forcibly occupied
Hong Kong Island, initiating 156 years of colonial rule.
Throughout this era, China consistently upheld territorial
sovereignty, refused to recognise the three unequal
treaties relating to Hong Kong, and resolutely safeguarded
national unity. The city’s return to the motherland in 1997
marked a new chapter of stability and growth. With strong
national support, Hong Kong continued its evolution into a
world-class metropolis. This zone chronicles that journey,
highlighting the key events, early urbanisation and social
changes that have shaped the city’s unique landscape.
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The Kwan Tai Lo Milestone: Road to
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Carved Like a Melon: The Late Qing
Situation in the Far East
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In Defence of Village and Homeland: British
Advance and Village Resistance in the New
Territories, 1899
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Courtesy of George Watson's College
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A MODERN CITY

Centred around a bustling harbour, the city saw its political
and commercial landscape dominated by European and
American elites for a long time.While many Chinese
individuals rose from the grassroots to excel in finance and
trade, they remained largely excluded from the corridors
of power. During this period, advances in transport,
communications and the media accelerated modernisation,
reshaping the social fabric. With the establishment of

the rule of law and the spread of Western lifestyles,
Chinese-Western interactions extended from governance
into daily life, shaping a unique social landscape. Throughout
these transformations, however, Hong Kong retained its
deep Chinese cultural foundation.
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The Dawn of the Free Port: Silver
Salver from a British Trading Firm
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Voice of the Revolution:
Hong Kong’s China Daily
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The Anti-Smuggling Line: The Fat Tau Chau
Customs Stele
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Hong Kong’s First Currency: Oriental Bank
Corporation Banknote
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the sombre chapter ‘Coalition Against Japanese Aggression’. ooooooo oooooooo

turbulent events began to cast long shadows, leading us into 000000000000 OO0O0O0ooOn
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Courtesy of Victoria and Albert Museum, London
Given by Christopher Legge on behalf of the Legge family
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With the outbreak of the War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression in the 1930s, the
people of Hong Kong rallied with a profound sense
of national identity. Through extensive fundraising
and material donations, they translated their
patriotism into vital support for the front lines.
Leveraging the city’s strategic position as

a transhipment hub connecting China with

the world, these patriotic mobilisation efforts
exemplified the deep bond shared by compatriots
in times of crisis. Furthermore, Hong Kong became
a crucial operational base for organisations such

as the China Defence League and the Eighth Route
Army Office in Hong Kong, mobilising international
allies and overseas Chinese communities to unite
in a global network in defence of the nation.
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HONG KONG'S
JOINT RESISTANCE

Following the September 18th Incident in 1931, as Japanese
aggression imperilled the nation, the people of Hong Kong
and the Mainland stood united in defiance, forging a

bond of solidarity through life and death. After the fall of
Hong Kong in December 1941, the city suffered through
three years and eight months of hardship. Meanwhile, the
Hong Kong Battalion—led by the Communist Party of
China— mounted a courageous resistance. Their heroism
extended far beyond the battlefield, as they orchestrated
daring rescues of cultural figures and international friends,
and provided critical intelligence. These actions made a
vital contribution to the victory in the World Anti-Fascist
War. This chapter of resilience and sacrifice permanently
cemented the connection between Hong Kong and the
motherland, revealing a true community of shared destiny.
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United in the Flames of War: The China
Defence League Annual Report
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Wartime Honours: Banner of the Hong Kong
Battalion presented by the British Army
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Courtesy of Hong Kong Heritage Museum
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NEW FOURTH ARMIES

| THE EIGHTH ROUTE
|

The Great Wall Behind Enemy Lines: The
Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army
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The Japanese Surrender in Hong Kong:
Japanese Officers’ Swords
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SOCIAL CHANGES

From 1945 through the 1950s, Hong Kong faced the
immense challenges of post-war recovery. Following
the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949,
Hong Kong’s unique geopolitical position transformed it

into a vital gateway connecting the Mainland to the world.

The devastating Shek Kip Mei fire became a turning
point, compelling the government to prioritise relief

and resettlement. The era’s most iconic feature —the
‘resettlement block’ —stands today as a historical
testament to the origins of public housing policy.

The social unrest of the 1960s necessitated a profound
shift in governance.To ensure stability, the administration
launched a series of social reforms and expanded cultural
opportunities. Throughout this evolution, a vibrant
duality emerged: Lunar New Year and Christmas were
celebrated side by side, symbolising the city’s harmonious
Chinese-Western fusion.Yet deep Chinese cultural roots
remained firmly embedded in society, enabling the people
of Hong Kong to preserve their cultural memory and
national identity amid changing times.

guodomgdgoooobobogooad

A Nation Rejoices: Wen Wei Po First National
Day Commemorative Issue
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Below the Lion Rock: Life in the
Resettlement Estates of the 1970s
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Weathering the Storm Together:
Vintage Number 10 Typhoon Signal
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Keep Hong Kong Clean: The Iconic
‘Lap Sap Chung’ (Litterbug) Poster
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LIFE IN THE
METROPOLIS

Hong Kong’s metropolitan soul was defined by the dynamic
fusion of Chinese and Western influences, vividly expressed
in the texture of everyday life. From the polyglot chatter
of the streets to the distinct flavours of local cuisine, the
city’s rhythm was inextricably woven with literature, film
and popular music, shaping a collective urban memory.
This vibrant social world came alive in the details: weekend
football matches, spirited debates over screen idols in
bustling bing sutt cafes, the feverish passion for horse racing
and the simple pleasure of swimming at the harbourfront.
In these moments, entertainment and community were
inseparable. Traditional Chinese arts converged with

local ingenuity to forge a diverse cultural landscape that
sustained Hong Kong's identity and cemented its role as a
vital cultural hub connecting China to the world.

| 0000000000 OoO0Oo

Wired for Sound & Vision: The Rediffusion
Television Set of the 1960s
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A Pioneering Vision: Costume of the Chinese
Musical ‘Pai Niang Niang’

Rebecca Pan Productions O [
Courtesy of Rebecca Pan Productions
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The Viceroy Cup Trophy '6
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Courtesy of The Football Association of Hong Kong, China
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ECONOMIC
ACHIEVEMENTS

Before the Second World War, Hong Kong stood as a vital
entrep6t in the Far East. The years following 1949 marked
a turning point, as a surge of capital and talent catalysed a
shift toward industrialisation. The 1950s and 1960s saw the
city actively courting foreign investment and technology,
leading to a booming manufacturing sector with products
exported worldwide. By the late 1970s, as national reform
and opening-up gathered momentum, industries migrated
north, leading to deep economic integration with the
Mainland. This evolution spurred the rise of the service
sector, shaping today's dynamic economy. This journey
highlights Hong Kong’s resilience and its close, mutually
reinforcing relationship with national development.
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Made in Hong Kong: ‘Heroes of the Three
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The 1973 Crash: Hong Kong Antenna,

a Short-Lived Sensation
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Joint Efforts: Making of the Global
Sensation Cabbage Patch Kids
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Building a Fortune Brick by Brick:
The HSBC Red Building Money Box
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National Treasures Bond with Hong Blood Is Thicker Than Water: All-Star
Kong: ‘Giant Pandas in Hong Kong’ Charity Relief Special Edition
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of being ‘backed by the motherland and connected to
the world’. By deepening its integration into national
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